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IN THE CLAIMS: 





In the claims, please cancel claims 12, 23 and 26, and amend claims 1-11, 13-22, 24, 25 and 27- 
35 as shown in the attached set of pending claims. 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (currently amended): A method of [[softening]] treating textile fibers comprising the steps of: 

[[blending]] forming [[an]] a softening solution including Aloe Vera solution suitabl e for 
improving the comfort, softness, and t e xtur e of textile fibers, and capabl e of 
absorption directly into textile fibers ; 

[[impregnating]] infusing textile fibers with said Aloe Vera softening solution; and 

drying said [[impregnated]] textile fibers. 

2. (currently amended): Soft e n e d t e xtil e T extile fibers treated in accordance with the method of 

claim 1. comprising: 
textile fibers; and 

impregnate said textile fib e rs with Alo e Vera solution according to the m e thod of claim 



3. (currently amended): A method of [[softening]] treating textile fibers comprising the steps of: 
[[blending]] forming [[an]] a softening solution including Aloe Vera solution suitabl e for 

improving th e comfort, softness, and t e xtur e of textile fibers, and capabl e of 

absorption dir e ctly into t e xtil e fib e rs ; 
providing a roller with an outer surface: 
rotating said roller : 

applying a coating of said Alo e V e ra softening solution onto said outer surface of a roller 
[[running]] moving textile fibers in substantial tangent contact with said ov e r the outer 

surface of said rolle r through said coating of said Aloe Vera solution ; 
[[impregnating]] infusing said textile fibers with said Alo e V e ra softening solution; and 
drying said [[impregnated]] textile fibers. 
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4. (currently amended): Soft e n e d t e xtil e Textile fibers treated in accordance with the method of 

claim 3. comprising: 
t e xtile fibers; and 

impr e gnat e said textil e fib e rs with Aloe Vera solution according to th e m e thod of claim 
3r 

5. (currently amended): [[A]] The method of [[softening]] treating textile fibers according to 

claim 3 further comprising the [[further]] step of: 

[[filling]] providing a reservoir [[with]] containing said Aloe Vera softening solution; 

[[pumping]] conducting said Alo e V e ra softening solution from said reservoir to said 

outer surface of said roller t hrough a tube and through a means for application: 
/\ 

tenet 

applying a coating of said Aloe Vera solution onto said out e r surface of said roller using 
said means for application . 

6. (currently amended): [[A]] The method of softening textile fibers according to claim 5 further 

comprising the [[further]] step of: 

controlling the volumetric flow rat e of said Aloe Vera solution passing through said 
m e ans for application; and 

metering t he volumetric application of said Alo e Vera softening solution to said outer 
surface of said rolle r so as to impregnat e said t e xtil e fib e rs and d e riv e consist e nt 
quality and not impair the conversion of said textile fib e rs into yarn . 

7. (currently amended): A method of [[softening]] treating textile fibers according to claim 6 

comprising th e furth e r st e ps of comprising the steps of : 
forming a softening solution including Aloe Vera: 
providing an upper roller with an outer surface: 
rotating said upper roller : 
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applying a coating of said Aloe Vera softening solution onto said outer surface-efan 

upp e r roll e r using said means for application ; 
moving textile fibers in substantially tangent contact with said outer surface of said upp er 

roller; 

locating a lower roller [[below]] in a generally parallel relationship to said upper roller to 
[[sandwich]] simultaneously engage said textile fibers passing therebetween4n 
constant contact with both roll e rs; and 

prop e lling said upp e r roller and said low e r roll e r to driv e said t e xtil e fib e rs forward, 

infusing said textile fibers with said Aloo Vera softening solution ; and 

drying said textile fibers. 

8. (currently amended): Soft e n e d t e xtil e Textile fibers treated in accordance with the method of 

claim 7. comprising: 
t e xtil e fib e rs; and 

impregnate s aid textile fibers with Aloe Vera solution according to th e m e thod of claim 
1? 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein sai d m e ans for application b e ing a 

nozzle softening solution contains 0.026% aloe vera by volume . 

10. (currently amended): [[A]] The method of [[softening]] treating textile fibers according to 

claim 7 further comprising the fethe^step of: 

conveying the textile fibers to a storage container after contact with the upper and lower 
rollers driving said t e xtile fib e rs forward b e tw ee n said upp e r and said low e r roll e r 
and into a storag e contain e r . 

1 1 . (currently amended): An improved fiber stretch break machine in which continuous filament 

fiber is stretch broken into smaller, discrete fiber lengths, wherein the improvement 
comprises: 

treating the fibers after the continuous filament fiber has been stretch broken into smaller, 
discrete fiber lengths in accordance with the method of claim 7 A method of 

Page 4 



Application No. 10/002,877 



soft e ning textile fib e rs according to claim 8 comprising th e st e p of: 
incorporating said m e thod of softening textile fibers as part of a fiber str e tch br e ak 
machin e. 




13. (currently amended): The method of treating textile fibers according to claim [[12]] U, 

wherein said textile fibers [[being]] is mad e from acrylic[[ fibers]]. 

14. (currently amended): The method of treating textile fibers according to claim [[12]] H , 

wherein said textile fibers [[being]] is made from wool[[ fibers]]. 

15. (currently amended): The method of treating textile fibers according to claim [[12]] 11, 

wherein said textile fibers [[being]] is made from cotton[[ fibers]]. 

16. (currently amended): The method of treating textile fibers according to claim [[12]] H 

wherein said drying step further comprises: , wherein drying said [[impregnated]] textile 
fibers at ambient air temperature. 

17. (currently amended): Softened textile Textile f ibers treated in accordance with the method of 

claim 11. comprising: 
t e xtil e fib e rs; and 

impregnate said t e xtile fib e rs with Alo e V e ra solution according to th e m e thod of claim 

1 8. (currently amended): A method of [[softening]] treating yarn comprising the steps of: 

[[blending]] forming [[an]] a softening solution including Aloe Vera solution suitable for 
improving the comfort, softness, and texture of yarn, and capable of absorption 
dir e ctly into yarn ; 

[[impregnating]] infusing textile fibers with said Alo e Vera softening solution; and 
drying said [[impregnated]] yarn. 
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19. (currently amended): Soft e n e d yar n Yarn treated in accordance with the method of claim 18. 

comprising: 
yarn; and 

impr e gnat e said yarn with Alo e Vera solution according to th e method of claim 18. 

20. (currently amended): A method of [[softening]] treating textile yarn comprising the steps of: 

[[blending]] forming [[an]] a softening solution including Aloe Vera solution suitabl e for 
improving the comfort, softn e ss, and t e xtur e of yarn, and capabl e of absorption 
directly into yam ; 

providing a roller with an outer surface; 

rotating said roller ; 

applying a coating of said Aloe V e ra softening solution onto said outer surface of a roll e r ; 
[[running]] moving [[the]] yam in substantially tangent contact with said over th e outer 

surface of said rolle r through said coating of said Alo e V e ra solution ;; [[and]] 
[[impregnating]] infusing said yam with said Alo e V e ra softening solution; and 
drying said [[impregnated]} yarn. 

21. (currently amended): Soft e n e d yar n Yam treated in accordance with the method of claim 20. 

comprising: 

yarn; and impr e gnat e said yam with Aloe V e ra solution according to th e method of claim 

22. (currently amended): [[A]] The method of [[softening]] treating [[textile]] yam according to 

claim 20 further comprising the [[further]] step of: 

[[filling]] providing a reservoir [[with]] containing said Aloe Vera softening solution; 
placing part of said outer surfac e of said roller into said Aloe Vera softening solution m 

said reservoir to substantially bathed said outer surface in said Aloe Vera 

softening solution; 

revolving said roller to apply said coating of said Aloe Vera solution on said outer 
surface of said roller; 
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driving said yarn forward at a rat e that promotes optimal yarn impr e gnation; and 
replenishing [[constantly]] said coating of said Aloe V e ra softening solution in said 
reservoi r on said outer surface of said roller . 

23. (canceled) 

24. (currently amended): [[A]] The method of [[softening]] treating [[textile]] yarn according to 

claim 22 furtheLComprising the [[further]] step of: 

[[varying]] controlling the [[propelling]] rotation speed of said rolle r to optimiz e th e 
absorption rate of said Aloe Vera solution into e ach typ e of yarn , 

25. (currently amended): An improved continuous steam bulker machine of the type in which 

textile fibers are made into yarn, wherein the improvement comprises: 

treating the yam output by the continuous steam bulker machine in accordance with the 

method of claim 24 A m e thod of soft e ning textile yarn according to claim 2 4 

comprising th e furth e r st e p of: 
incorporating said m e thod of softening textil e yarn on a continuous steam bulker 

machine . 

^26. (canceled)^ 

27. (currently amended): A method of [[softening]] treating textile yarn according to claim 

[[25]] 24 comprising the furth e r st e p of: , wherein said softening solution contains 
0.026% aloe vera by volume . locating said method of softening t e xtil e yarn as th e last 
op e ration at th e e nd of said continuous steam bulk e r machin e resulting in a uniformly 
consistent application of said Alo e Vera solution . 

28. (currently amended): The method of treating yarn according to claim [[27]]_24 wherein said 

drying step further comprises : , wh e r e in drying said [[impregnated]] yam at ambient air 
temperature. 
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29. (currently amended): The method of treating yarn according to claim [[28]]_24, wherein said 

yarn [[being]] is _made from acrylic[[ fibers]]. 

30. (currently amended): The method of treating textile fibers according to claim [[28]] 24, 

wherein said yarn [[being]] is mad e from wool[[ fibers]]. 

31. (currently amended): The method of treating textile fibers according to claim [[28]] 24, 

wherein said yarn [[being]] is made from cotton[[ fibers]]. 

32. (currently amended): The method of treating textile fibers according to claim [[28]] 24, 

wherein said yarn b e ing mad e from having t wo plies of twisted textile fibers. 

33. (currently amended): The method of treating textile fibers according to claim [[28]] 24, 

wherein said yarn b e ing mad e from having three plies of twisted textile fibers. 

34. (currently amended): The method of treating textile fibers according to claim [[28]] 24, 

wherein said yarn b e ing mad e from having four plies of twisted textile fibers. 

35. (original): Softened yam comprising: 

yarn; and 

impregnate said yam with Aloe Vera solution according to the method of claim 28. 
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